| 


+: + 
DIALOGUE 


Jack and UUill, 
Concerning the 
Lord Mayors 


Going to Meeting-Houlſes 


wiTH THE 


S W O R D 
Carried before Him, ec. 


> ——_ 


On no—_— — a ——— 


LONDON, 
Printed in the Year 1697. 


(3) 


DIALOGUE 


BETWIXT 


Jack and Will, 


Concerning 


The Lord Mayor's going to Meet- 
ing-houſes with the Sword before 
him, &c. 


Fack. OW @« ye Friend Wi? have you 
heard the News ? 
Will. What News d' ye mean 


Jack? We have little cauſe to fear 
ill News, now we have Peace. | 
Jack. No? I'm ſure I have a piece of ill News to 
tell you. Did not you hear 'that my Lord Mayor 
went to Salters- Hall on Sunday lait, with the Sword 
carried before bim ? | 


A 2 Will, 


(4) 
Will. To Salters- Hal, what todo? to a Play, or- 
a Ball there ? 
Jack, Pox on ye tors nump-skull'd Fellow, to a 
Play or a Ball on Sundays ! 
Will. Why all this Fury, Jack ? T'm ſure I have 
_ a Play that was acted at —_— on a Sunday in 
Blefſcd Martyy's ti ent King, Pee», 
Pripce, af God knngy bag wang Kars and Gar- 
ters : but indeed I don't know whether the Sword 
was carried thither inState or no. 
Jack, Come, come, Will; you love to play the 


Romy penanen the Lord Mayor wane on 


Will, Why ſo? how ſho'd I know? d' ye think 1 
am a- Conjurer ? What <9 by go thither for then ? 
was it to bear Archbiſhop s Book of Sports ? 
I bear wy Lord Mayors @ brick Man, perba 
loves Sport and P , and is a good Gameſter ; 
fr youkape we uſe10 fy of fuck wh hy play a 

1 


Jack. Plague on ye, leave off your Banter, I tell 
you he went thither to a Convenricle. 

Fil, Piſh, what is that your ul News? I was 
afraid you'd have told me that he bad gone to treat 
the Pope's Nnnciq at Dinner at GuildbaBz or that you 
bad bad ſome ſuch frightful Story to rell me, as that 
the Town was on fire again, and we (hould have been 
farcd to be at the Expence of 4 wew SAdonument, 
which, would have ruin'd the Orphans to all Ictents 
and Purpoſes, 

Fack, Well well, Friend Will, tho the Town. be 
not. a fire, 1 am ſure the Church 1s. 


Will, 
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Will Nay then Friend Fack, my Lord Mayor did ' 
very well to carry the woodez Sword away from ir, 
for that would bave added Fewel to the Flames. 

Fack. Prethee kave off thy fooling, and let's dif- 
coarſe the Point in good earneſt ; thou always pre» 
tendedſt to be a true Church-of- Englazd-man, and 
don't ye think that the Lord Mayor's going to a Con- 
> wa _ the Sword igan Injury to the Church of 

il, Why truly Fack, whether thou 'believeſt ic 
or not, I am as much for the Church of Exgland as 
any Man alive, and for my part [ think that wy 
Lord Mayor's going to Meetings with the Sword 1s 
a very AG& : tor it ſeems to me, that by carry- 
ing the Sword thither, hedeſigns to make a Conqueſt 

em for the Church of England. 

Jack, Well, 1 fee you love to banter : but you 
know that by going thither with the Sword, he 
makes a Sur r of the Church of Exgland's Au- 
thority to a pitiful little Conventicle. 

Will. Why prethee Man, if the Sword be all, no 
watter if it had burnt a dozen Years ago : Thou 
knoweſt very well, that in the late B Reigns it 
was the peculiar Do&rine of the Pulpits, that the 
Church bad no other Weapons but Prayers and 
Tears; and why dolt make all this pother about a 
wooden Sword 2 Sure thou art not afraid it will pro- 
dace as (ſtrange Effz&ts as the old ruſty Sword in Weſt- 
minſier Abbey, with which they fay the Norman 
Duke conquer'd England, . 

Jack, Thou talkſt like a mad Man; its not the 
very individual Sword tat I mean, bur it's the Badg ; 


and- Enſign of Authority that-1s carried away from 
the: 
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the Church to a naſty lowzy Conventicle : a Pox on 
em, damn 'em, I hope to ſee 'em faſt in the Pinfold 
yet once more before | diez and then well make 
'em pay for their Inſolence, and Contempt of the 
Church. 


u 

Will. Prethee don't rage fo : thou haſt been ſo out 
of Humour ever ftince Lewis _— neceflitated to 
refign his new n_ and abjure King Famer, 
that thou art fitter for *Bedlaw than any Place elſe. 
Come, I' tell thee, that my Lord Mayor's carryi 
the Sword thither, neither adds to the Authority 
the Meetings, nor derogates from the Authority of 
the Church of Exgland, 1: rather enlarges her Pale. 
But after all the doc and {tir - you make about the 
Church, I believe I may fay to you as the little Boy 
aid to his Mother, other, what need you talk ſo much 
of the Church ? you don't go jo often to it, 

Jack, That's nothing ro you Will : do you make 
out your Afﬀertion, and then Il fay ſomething to 
thee. 

Will. Have but Patience, and I will. Thou know- 
eſt that the Diſſenters 'are allowed their Meetings by 
AR of Parliament, which-I hope is another kind of 
Authority than my Lord Mayor's Sword ; and moft 
honeſt Men think it but reaſonable they ſhould have 
that Liberty, notwithſtanding the threatning Words 
of the D-—n of C. that if King William die wot taks 
away the damn'd AG of Toleration, they'd ſend bins back, 
again to the "Bogs of Holland. 

Jack, Prethee let your Stories alone, and come to 
the matter. I own that an AQ of Parliament is a 
better Authority than my Lord Mayor's Sword. 


Will, 
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| Will, Thou knoweſt alſo that that Liberty is al- 
low'd them on condition that they ſubſcribe to the Doc- 
trine of the Church of England. | 

Fack, 1 do. 

Will. Why then it's certain that my Lord Mayor 
could not go thither with nor without his Sword, if 
the Diſſenters did not qualify themſelves according 
to the Terms of the AR, 

Jack No, be could not. 

ill. Isit not plain then, that if my Lord Mayor's 
Sword fignify any thing, it comes to defend the Doc- 
trine of the Church of England at the Meeting as 
well as in the Church? And is not his Preſence there 
Enfigns of Authority an Evidence that the 


the 
Bodtrine of _y Church is preachd there ? whereas 
in former times Meetings were look'd upon to be 


qui aooerchng tha ay hee of England. 
I think it is to any Man's Underſtanding, 


m_—_— a Declaration that the 
of the Church is enlargd, and that we now 


them for Brethren, that by the heat of ſome ill 
"Bol bhp tas ogg yy 


Will. Prethee Jackdon':alk ſuch Nonſenſe. The 
Meetings are as much eſtabliſyd by Law as the 
Church of England, if an At of Parliament be a 
Law : and you know that it's only the Atts of Par- 
liament that defend you in the, praQtice of thoſe 


things wherein you from them. And —_— 
42w- 


—_-_ = 
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- Law-givers finding the miſchievous 


of 
having one Party of Proteſtants impower'd to de- 
another that differed from theth only in Cir- 
cumſtantia!s, as if they had been Hereticks, Schiſma- 
ticks, and God knows what, t fit to take 
thoſe Edg-tools out of the hands of a fet of Men that 
know not how to uſe them, but to the wrong of 
their Neighbours, and to throw the Nation into 
Convulſions 3 and have granted Liberty to our Bre- 
thren to worllip God 1n the very ſame Ordinances 
that we do, tho they don't obſcrve all choſe Modes 
and Forms which by our ſelves are accounted indiffe- 
rent. 
ack, How do you mean indifferent? Is it a th 
indifferent ro obſerve the DireQions and Comma 
of the Church ? that's fine Work indeed ! 

Will. By Indiff-rent 1 mean a thing that thav be 
done or left undone, and fo the Law m- ins ; othey- 
wiſe it would never have left me at my liierty to ge 
to a Meeting where there ace no Ceremonies, yurto 
a Church where there are Ceremonies. 

Jack, 1 am ſure the Church is Apoſtolical, and 
enjoind thoſe things upon her Members on pain of 
dead, bark as to Belief and PraQtice, 
if we may believe her Canons. | 

Will, art in a grand Miſtake, Jack, grant 
you there was once ſuch a Set of Men as ared 
to themſelves the Name of the Church, that did Þo ; 
but you know that the greateſt Divines of theChutch 
of Ergland did always account thoſe things indiffe- 
rent even in Queen Elizabeth's time : Read but the 
Lord Biſhop of Salizury's Letters, and you will 
there find plain Proofs of it, under the Hands of our 


greateſt 
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res to the Divines in Switzerland : and 
for what hath done fince, you know that it was 
a Court, and a Popiſh FaQtion that enjoin'd thoſe 


_ ſuch and fuch Penalties, merely to widen 
the Differences amongſt Proteſtants, that they might 
ſwallow up both our Religion and Liberties 5 bur 
the Church of Ergland hath altered her Mind 


Jack, How! the Church of Ergland alterd her 
Mind > What? d' ye make her akin to Mabowet 2 
as if her Religion upon the Moon, and 
WETE as as 1NC. 

Will. P not ſo faſt Fack, I know what I ay; 
the Church of Exgland hath alterd her Mind oftner 
than once; and no Diſgrace to her neither. Pro- 
teſtants hold no Church nor Council Infalliblez we 

indeed an infallible Rule, the Scriptures, but 

ſo _ we are cloggd with Humanity, we are 

| ike to come ſhort of it, or ſhoot beyond it ; 

and in both theſe Caſes muſt alter our Mind, or fer 
our ſelves in oppoſition to the Almighty. 

Fack, This 1s Fanatical Cant. When did the 
Church of England alter her Mind ? 

Will. Nay Jack, if you be fo forgetful, IN] tell 
you : The Church of Exgland in Queen Elmabeth's 
time prayed her to cut off Mary Queen of Scots, the 
Heir apparent, or preſumptive at leaſt, to the Crown, 
and a Crown'd Head too, becauſe ſhe was at the 
Head of a Popiſh Plot. In Charles the Second's 
time the Church of Exglazd damn'd all thern that 
were but for excluding the Duke of Tork upon the 
like Account. In Queen Elizabert's rime the Church 


of England made an AQ of Parliament, - that the 
B King 


F 


* 
. «VS 


wx --. FE 


Mr 


(10) 

King and Parliament might limit and alter the Suc- 
_— it is the 13th of Eliz. as I take it: In 
Charles the Firſt and Second's time they accounted it 
damnable Do&rine to recede in the leaſt from the 
Hereditary Lineal Succeſſion. In Charles the Firſt 
and Second's time ſhe held it damnable not to be- 
lieve the Dofrines of Paſſive Obedience and Non» 
Reſiſtance, and all her Clergy were ſworn to- it ins 
her Senſe : but in the end pf James the Second's 
Reign, when he came to touch their own Copy- 
hold, then the Church bellow fo loud, that the 
was heard as far as the Hague, (ſhe put on a blue 
Cloak and Jack-boots, and fought againſt her Sove- 
raign with Jack and Spear, and after all ſettled King 
William, our preſent glorious Monarch, on the 
Throne, contrary to all her former avow'd Princi- 
ples. So that you muſt either own that the Church 
of England hath alterd her Mind, or declace your 
ſelf a rank Jacobite, and diſown any Church bue 
their Faction: and to tell you the truth, it's that 
wretched Cabal that blows all theſe Sparks of 
Contention among the hot-headed Party of our 
Church, and I know you keep Company with 
them. 

Fack. Thou haſt ſaid a great deal to convince 
me 3 but pray let me ſce how the Church of Exg- 
land hath alterd her Mind as to that Point of the 
Diſlenters. 

Will, Why they have alter'd it in giving them 
their Liberty by a Law, whereas they formerly per- 
ſecuted the m. 

Tack. How ſtrangely do you talk ? It was the Par- 


liament that gave them the Liberty, and not the 
Church ; 
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Church ; if ſhe had done it, it muſt have been by 
Convocation. 

Will. Nay Jack, you talk ſtrangely, and not 1. 
Is not all the People of England repreſented by the 
Parliament ? 

ack. Who doubts that ? 
ill, Is not the Church then reprefented/in Par- 
liament? 

Jt That's another thing : The Church is the 
Biſhops and their Clergy. 

Will. Grant it be (0: The Biſhops you know do 
aQually vt in Parliament in the Houſe of Lords ; fo 
that you muſt own the Church is well enough re- 

clented there where all her Fathers meet ; and you 
ikewiſe know that the Clergy as Freeholders hive 
their Votes in chuſing Members of the Houſe of 
Commons, ſo that there the Clergy is ſufficiently re- 
preſented, nay better and more univerſally than in 
any Convocation. Then you know the Laity of 
the Church is truly repreſented in P+rliament, 
whereas they have no room in the Convocation, 
which is only the Otticers of the Church, an4 can 
no more be call'd the Church it (elf, than Ohcers 
without Souldicrs can be call'd an Army. So that 
when you inveigh againſt the Liberty given to our 
Diſſenting Brethren, you inveigh againſt the Church 
of England her (elf, who by her Biſhops and other 
Repreſentatives in Parliament have granted then 
that Liberty : And tho they have r: ſerv”! the Sacra- 
mental Teſt as a Quit-rent, to make all of who 
come into any Place of Power and Truſt, ackynow- 
ledg their being Members of that Body of ro 
teſtants who are known by the name of the Church- 

B 2 yet 
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et they have not reſtrain'd any of thoſe Members 
frequenting other Meetings where the Doc- 
frine of the Church is d cither with or with- 
out the Enfigns and Badges of their Office. 50 that 
thoſe Gentlemen who by their Order would go to 
reſtrain an AR of Parliament, might do well ro con- 
fider how they will be able to juſtify themſelves if 
the Parliament ſhould call them in queſtion for it ; 
which they are more like to do than to turn his 
Lordſhip out for ating conformably to the Law, 
and the Praftice of other Corporations, to whom 
Londow ought rather to ſet a Pattern for aſ- 
ſerting the Liberties of the SubjeQ, than to f ollow 
ther. ; 


ack, Nay now thou ſpeakeſt big, Will. 

ill. "nc reaſon aro I os It's the Parlia- 
ment that hath ſettled the Limits of our Church, 
and given her all the Authority ſhe has, otherwiſe 
*tis a mere Bull to call her the Church by Law eſta» 
bliſh'd 5 and that ſame Authority may enlarge her 
Bounds and Pale when they pleaſe : and therefore 
to be fo angry at the Parliament for taking in all 
thoſe that embrace the DoQrine of the Church un- 
der the Proteftion of the Law, tho it has not- ad- 
mitted 'em to partake of the Beneſices, is a horrid 
picce of Ingratitude to that Auguſt Aſlembly, who 
have all along defended the Church of Exg/ard in the 
Polſclhon of what ſhe enjoys, more than her Bre- 
thren the Diſfenters 5 and by this Liberty the Par- 
lament have added to her Strength, by giving thoſe 
a Legal Authority to defend her Doctrine without 
Wages, which ſo many of thoſe that profeſs them- 
{elves to be her Sons, have either (hly uadermin'd, 

ors 
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or but faintly aſſerted, notwithſtanding their Bene- 
ficess And you know, Jack, that the Diſſenters' 
have been as ſtanch Patriots of their Country, and 
Defenders of our Religion and Liberties, as any 
Men- in the Nation : and therefore it's the Intereſt 
of all Men that wiſh well to cither of 'em, to pro- 
mote a hearty Union amongſt Proteſtants of all De- 
nominations whatſoever. So that for my own part 
I can fee no harm in my Lord Mayor's carrying the 
S$worl tro a Mecting as well as tro a Church; it has 
heard Piflive Obedience preach'd long enough, and 
it will do it no hurt to be taught the ine of 
S$clf-defence in its turn: for if the latter Doctrine 
had not been 'more ſerviceable to us than the for- 
mer, we had neither had a Proteſtant Church nor 
Meeting Houſe to have carried the Sword to long 
e're this. 
Fack, Well, but for all that you can't but fay it's 
an ill thing to carry the Sword thither. 
Will. Prethee in what ſenſe is it il]? For my part 
I think the Sword ought to be carricd thither rather 
than any where elſe 5 becauſe to give the Diſlenters 
their due, they always held that it was Jawful to 
make uſe of the Sword in d<tence of their Religion 
and Liberties, as well agamit Tvrants at home, as 
frum Invaders abroad 4. w bh. reas many of our Church- 
men would allow of no other Weapons againſt a 
Ty rint at home but Prayers and Tears : but to fay 
the truth, and no more, that was only while the Ty- 
rant impowered them to tyrannize over the Bodies, 
Conſctences and Eſtates of their Fellow Chriſtians 
and *ubjts3 for when he came to touch the mfr Ives, 
nay but one ef ile Fingers, as a Famous Author has 
i, 
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it, they made uſe of Guns and Spears, inſtead of 
Prayers and Tears, againſt him z and let him wnder- 
ftand, 35 the fame Author fays, that they bad gives 
him only a ſpiriiual Kingdom, and not a Kingdow 
this Vi crld : for if bis K ingdom bad beer: of this W, 
then wonld bis Servants have fought for him. 

Jack, Ay but a pox or't, tho we allow our ſelves 
to do fo, vet we would noc have the Diſlenters uſe 
the Sword ; ours is the Apoſtolical Church, and 
they arc but Schiſmaricks. 

Will. That's cafter ſaid than proved; they hold 
the DoGtrine of our Church, and hve up to it as 
well, if not better than many of ourſelves: fo that 
we muſt not c-1} Men Schiſnancks for differing from 
us in thoſe thirgs which we our ſelves account In- 
different. And as for the Sword, tho ſome Gentle- 
men have thought fit ro endeavour the preventing 
its being carried to Meetings by an Oricr, 1 cannot 
think that the AR of Parliam-nt 14! ever intend to 
make better Proviſion for our Swords than for our 
Souls, or for the Enſigns of Magiſtracy than for Ma- 
giſtrates themſelves. If our Legiſlators had thought 
the going to Meetings would be either hurtful to the 
"ag ng Liberties, or Conſciences of Eng- 
liſh Men,. they would never have allowd them at 
all ; and if they had thought that the Nation would 
be any ways endangered by greg going to 
Mectings, they would have made an Exception 
againſt it, So that for any Party of Men to take 
upon them to bind up any Perſon, eſpecially a Ma- 
giltrate of fo great Power and Truſt as the Lord 
Mayor of Lindes; where the Law has Icft him at li- 
berty, ſeems to me to be a manitelt Incroachment up- 
on 
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on the Legiſlative Power : and I wiſh with all my 
Heart there may not be more of Envy and particu- 
lar Pique, (in ſuch eſpecially that are angry to ſee 
the Lord Mayor have more Courage than ſome of 
his Predeceſlors) than of 'Zeal for the Church of 
England, at the bottom of this Oppoſition : for my 
own part I know not why thoſe Difſenters who have 
ſo cordially contributed to deliver us from Tyranny 
and Popery, ſhould be ſuffered (till ro languiſh and 
groan under the Yoke of an Ecclefiaſtical Tyranny 
themſelves, and be deprived of the Liberties and 
Priv ewes that other Engliſh Proteſtants enjoy. So 

farewel Jack till next Meeting, 
Jack, | have not had ſuch a rude Mercurial this 
ood while z I'll go to Saw's, and get a Glaſs of Cor- 
ial Water, and then to the Commons, and recruit 
my (elf over a Bottle, and muſter up more Forces 


againſt next Meeting, Farewel. 


FINTS. 


